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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 May 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-34 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. 1 - 6, 8 - 1 1, 13 - 23, 25 and 27 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Holden et aF941. 

Holden shows a vehicle having a plurality of wheels and at least one steerable wheel 10 
mounted on a body and includes a steering assembly having a steering mechanism, a steering 
column and a linkage mechanism which are coupled to the body and configured to steer the 
steerable wheel by interfacing with an operator steering the vehicle (figure 2), wherein the 
steering column 15 is coupled to the steering mechanism and includes a shoulder 18 extending 
transversely from a proximal portion of the steering column and includes a bend distal to the 
shoulder which defines a distal segment 19 that extends at least substantially parallel to the 
proximal portion of the steering column and is received by a receiver structure (opening 20) in a 
spanning member 21-23 which extends perpendicular to the proximal portion of the steering 
column and couples to the plurality of steerable wheels and defines the receiver structure, such 
that the spanning member has opposing flanking regions and configured so that steering column 
is received by the receiver structure from a first flanking region, wherein the linkage mechanism 
is adapted to couple the steering column to the steerable wheel and includes a retainer 
mechanism B that is configured to be assembled around the steering column so that movement of 
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the steering column in a second direction is restricted by a surface of the retainer mechanism 
disposed in a first flanking region and is formed at least substantially of plastic (column 3, figure 
3), such that the retainer mechanism is configured to engage the steering column if the steering 
column is urged generally opposite to the first direction and includes the spanning member and 
retainer element Bi, wherein the distal end is exposed (through the top of the hole) when a 
retainer mechanism is assembled as broadly claimed, wherein the retainer mechanism comprises 
two retainer elements B that are configured to be assembled around the spanning member and 
assembled in a translational configuration and include a plurality of tabs (rounded portions at the 
center portion of element B 2 which engages a corresponding slot; slotted portion at the center 
portion of element Bi) which would provide a snap-fit configuration for the manually assembled 
retainer mechanism with a visual indication that the retainer elements are assembled properly, 
and which is inherently capable of being assembled without the use of tools by hand screwing 
the screws, wherein the retainer elements further includes a cap Bi which is adapted to be 
manually coupled to the spanning member (via the lug) and is over the shoulder such that it 
restricts movement of the steering column in a second direction, and such that the first flanking 
region would be generally upward from the spanning member if the vehicle was flipped over. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 12, 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Holden '941 in view of Kuchenbecker '357. 

Holden disclose a ride-on type vehicle having a retainer mechanism consisting of a 
plurality of retainer elements configured to receive the steering assembly, wherein the retainer 
mechanism comprises a tab and slot snap-fit connection held together be screws but failed to 
disclose a retainer mechanism adapted to produce an audible indication that the retainer elements 
are assembled and failed to disclose a retainer having a tab with a flange to restrict removal of 
the tab from the slot. 

Kuchenbecker shows a steering assembly for a ride-on vehicle (figure 1), wherein a 
steering assembly is received in a receiver structure by a retainer mechanism, such that the 
retainer mechanism is constructed of a plurality of retainer elements 7 and 8 configured to 
receive and retain the steering assembly, wherein the retainer elements utilize a plurality of tabs 
16 having a flange 22 configured to be assembled together by urging the tabs into a plurality of 
slots (groove of element 7) which restricts removal of the tabs from the slot and provides an 
audible indication the retainer elements are snapped together properly. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the snap-fit retainer elements of Holden retainer 
mechanism with an alternative fastening means to coupled the retainer elements of Holden 
steering assembly together utilizing alternative snap fit coupling means; such as suggested by the 
snap-fit coupling means of Kuchenbecker retainer mechanism in order to simplify the connection 
means for coupling the retainer elements together for a more convenient assembly step which is 
quicker and more convenient means of assembling parts to reduce assembly time and parts. 
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5. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Holden '941 in 
view of Huntsberger et al '967. 

Holden disclose a ride-on type vehicle but failed to disclose a motorized drive assembly 
coupled to one or more of the plurality of wheels adapted to propel the vehicle. 

Huntsberger disclose a rid -on vehicle utilizing a motorized drive assembly coupled to 
one or more of the plurality of wheels adapted to propel the vehicle. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the vehicle of Holden with an added propulsion means 
such as a motor drive assembly as suggested by Huntsberger in order to enhance the usage of the 
vehicle by adding a motor drive assembly to propel the vehicle as is well known and old in the 
art for moving a vehicle. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 34 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection as now claimed and understood. Holden more clearly 
shows the steering assembly and retainer mechanism as now claimed. Further it has been held 
that an element is adapted to perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the 
ability to so perform and does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In re Hutchison, 
69 USPQ 138. Therefore the additional claim language of the "linkage mechanism adapted to 
couple movement of the steering column to a change in orientation of the steerable wheel 
through coupled motion of the steering column and the linkage mechanism" was not given 
much patentable weight however it was still considered to read on Holden steering assembly and 
retainer mechanism. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. The indicated allowability of claims 16 and 17 are withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to Holden as stated above. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1. 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Yeagley whose telephone number is (571)-272-6655. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri; first Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley D. Morris can be reached on (571) - 272 - 665 1. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



D.Y. 
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